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Star Stepper Expectations


Because we all want to be a part of a very successful dance experience, it is important to realize and understand the ground rules that must be followed when many girls are involved.  Unfortunately, some girls believe that rules don’t apply to them.  But in large groups, success depends on all of us pulling together in the same direction, at the exact same time, in the exact same way.  That is why we are called a TEAM.  Teamwork will get us anywhere we want to go.


Rules work best when everyone knows them, understands them, and most importantly agrees with them.  When this occurs, the group is empowered by a common vision.  It is our hope that you find these rules strict but logical; for if you do, we are in for an incredible year!!!

United we stand, divided we fall.


Everything you say, everything you do, reflects on you, your family, and the activities you participate in.  Therefore, your actions are put through a test every day by others.  Remember, actions DO speak louder than words.  


It is up to you, the members, to determine the public’s opinion of your team!!

General Expectations
1.  We expect school to be your first priority.  Be a responsible student.  Stay on top of your schoolwork and be aware of     your grades at all times.  Never sleep in class, don’t roll your eyes and never talk back.  Do not use StarSteppers as an excuse.  Being on this team is a privilege and not an opportunity to turn in papers late or get out of your schoolwork.
Teachers will work with you if you are a hard worker.  

2.  You are held responsible for knowing the rules in the StarStepper Handbook and the Westlake HS Handbook. 

3.  If you do not pass, you may not perform, but you continue to rehearse with the group.  However, you are unable to attend performances and events with the team.  This sanction lasts for three weeks until a new progress report is given.  Two consecutive failures will remove you from the team.  

4.  We will follow UIL guidelines regarding failures in all performance situations.  This includes, but is not limited to, football, contest, and Zenith.  

5.  No kissing or other inappropriate behavior at school, in the parking lot, or in the halls.  Be a lady.
6.  StarStepper members should be respectful to peers, other teachers and directors at all times.  Yes ma’am and thank you are appropriate responses for all members. 

8.  All tattoos and piercings other than your ears should be hidden at all times.

9.  Inappropriate conduct on facebook or any other social network is prohibited and will result in major consequences.  This includes but is not limited to profanity, discriminating photos or anything else the directors deem inappropriate.  Any photos taken with illegal substances in the background or the appearance of such are considered in violation of our handbook and will result in major consequences at the directors’ discretion.  
Thoughts on Gossip

Every person has passed on gossip.  Every person has been hurt by it.  The difference is that if we are to be a family and if we bring sisterhood to the group, we simply can’t afford idle words. Be careful with your words and protect your thoughts. So often your thoughts change without the benefit of taking your words back.
StarSteppers has years where the team was a “kinder, gentler” group of young ladies.  It is those years that bring back the sweetest memories.  Acceptance of others in a group this size is a tall task that we can tackle if we want to.  We will be close if our hearts are big and our spirits forgiving.

Always ask yourself, “If she walked into the room, would I continue my conversation?”  If not, then you should reconsider the benefit of those who have to listen to you.

Attitude


Having a good attitude can be one of the most difficult things in life.  It means we accept our strengths and recognize our weaknesses.  More importantly, a good attitude means we are willing to work on those weaknesses.  To have a stellar year, we need to have that winning formula of talent, work ethic, and a “can do” attitude.  We hope you agree!
Rehearsals and Performances


Most Star Steppers rehearsals take place during class time.  On game days, all members will be required to stay at school until the performance for safety and practice reasons.  We have a team dinner and “bonding” time.  A contest rehearsal(s) may be called if necessary.  Evening tech rehearsals will be required for Spotlight and Zenith. 
Rehearsal Attendance

Rehearsal Attendance and Procedures

1. All rehearsals are required and each member is expected to attend every day.  If you miss, you must call the directors’ voicemail at school at least one hour before the rehearsal begins. Please tell the directors when you do expect to return.  You may also email this information to lyoung@eanesisd.net.  The directors reserve the right to pull you from any dance in which you missed a rehearsal, excused or unexcused for the betterment of the team.  Each member is responsible for any information or material given out the day(s) she misses.

2. If possible, any member who is ill should come to rehearsal to sit and observe, otherwise, it may be necessary to remove her from the number since it is hard to rehearse with “holes” and catch up with changes made. (Even when sitting out, you must dress out to receive credit for the day)
3. Sitting out for illness or injury during a rehearsal may result in being pulled from a performance.  If a member is truly injured or ill, it is in her best interest and the team’s that she not rehearse or perform until she is well.  

4. Regular doctor or dentist appointments should not interfere with any rehearsals scheduled.  These appointments are not excused.  Emergency appointments are treated with an exception.   

5. Family vacations should not be scheduled during Star Stepper functions, rehearsals or performances.  There will be extreme consequences for missing these rehearsals.  We must do this to protect everyone’s time.  If you are absolutely unable to participate in an event, it is required that you give the director notice two months in advance.  

6. If you are not at rehearsal, you should expect not to perform.  

7. If a member is benched for any reason, she is still expected to attend all rehearsals, performances, and functions even though she cannot perform.  There will be special consideration for academic issues, but always ask permission.
Memorize the school number 

732-9280 X33999
Rehearsal Attire

1. You will be given specific instructions as to what to wear to class.  

2. Please be prepared to remove cover-ups for polishing purposes.  

3. No holes in rehearsal attire.  

4. Hair should be out of face everyday so it is not a distraction.
5. Do Not chew gum in class 

(points are deducted from daily grade for chewing gum, being tardy, and not having hair pulled back)
Performances Required

1. Home Junior Varsity Football Games--These will fall on Thursday nights. There may be one Friday night game.  Star Steppers will be released to go home after the 3rd quarter is complete.
2. Spotlight-- the dance department’s fall showcase in November
3. Contest---Saturday, usually in February

4. Selected JV basketball game—Tuesday or Friday
5. Zenith--Hyline’s annual spring show

Grading Policy

You will receive a grade based upon: 

1.  Daily participation, effort and attitude

2.  Performances
3.  Cleanliness and timeliness of returning costumes after a performance

4.  On time to roll call lines, hair back, no gum, dressed out
“People judge you by your actions, not your intentions.”

Demerits


Demerits reinforce the Star Stepper Expectations and Eanes I.S.D. student code of conduct.  This code sets high standards for its members.  Keeping us all going the same direction, at the exact same time, wearing the exact same thing is a challenge to say the least.

Five demerits – benched for a performance     Eight demerits – benched for 3 weeks     Twelve demerits – benched until end of semester
· Demerits can be given to any Star Stepper by any Rep. and /or director 
· Record of demerits will be kept by the Reps. and Director 
· Should you break a rule punishable by a demerit, approach your Rep. and SIGN for your demerit.  Please do not let 24 hours go by before doing so.  It is embarrassing for the Reps to have to chase you down for a demerit.
· Highly unusual circumstances will be reviewed by the directors.
· During some seasons, benching a member might unnecessarily punish the other members of the team.  In these cases, alternative punishment will be given such as push-ups, special tasks, etc.
· Warnings: You will receive one warning in the Fall and one warning in the Spring
MINOR OFFENSES—1 DEMERIT 
Attendance (applies to all rehearsals, performances, work sessions, and meetings)

1.  Not calling or emailing directors’ office regarding absence or tardy.  Call or email must be made before the event.  You can not call your friends or Rep instead of the office.

2.  Being tardy. 

3.  Leaving without director’s prior approval. 

Behavior

1. Star Steppers are expected to be LADIES on and off the field. PDA, not paying attention, unnecessary talking, etc.  This includes behavior outside of Star Steppers
2. Eating, drinking, chewing gum in uniform (without permission)

3. Leaving any props, equipment, accessories, costume pieces anywhere

4. Failure to label all pieces of rehearsal attire and performance attire

5. Failure to turn in money or designated items on time

6. For Reps only: failure to give a demerit when necessary, failure to perform a duty by a due date

Appearance

1.   Rips, messy, or incorrect performance attire

2. Wearing colored nail polish with performance attire

3. Not ready for inspection

4. Wearing incorrect/ incomplete practice attire, including hair

5. Hair falling down, losing a costume piece during a performance

6. Jewelry (even small earrings and rings)

SERIOUS OFFENSES—3 DEMERITS

1. Being tardy to a performance

2. Unexcused  absence to a rehearsal

3. Missing or wearing incorrect performance costume or accessories

4. Failure to improve school conduct in 3 weeks after receiving unfavorable conduct report.
5. Disrespect, bullying, gossiping, or degrading of any team member.
6. Any ISS Assignment given by administration 

7. Profanity 
MAJOR OFFENSES—5  DEMERITS

1. Disrespect or profanity directed to any adult

2. Unexcused absence to a performance

3. Additional ISS assignment 
4. At home suspension assignment

5. For Reps only:  failure to respect officer confidentiality
Note:  Rep and Rep candidates may not have received any five-demerit penalty at any time during the year
LOSS OF MEMBERSHIP

1. When a member is ineligible for 2 consecutive six weeks in a school year
2. Violation of anything stated under the extracurricular athletic code of conduct. 

DUE PROCESS


Each student/parent is afforded avenues of Due Process according to TEA guidelines and State Law.  In cases where a Star Stepper and/or parents-guardians do not agree with a 3 or 5 demerit consequence assigned by the directors, the Star Stepper or parent/guardian can appeal the Directors’ decision to a review board composed of one teacher of the member’s choosing, one teacher of the Directors’ choosing, and an administrator will act as chairperson.  This board will hear the case and make a decision that is binding on the Directors, and if the member agrees, binding on her as well.  If the member is not in agreement, she may appeal to the Principal and then the Superintendent.  Appeals for one demerit can be made to the director.

TOBACCO, DRUGS, and ALCOHOL

The use or possession of tobacco, alcohol, or illegal drugs at any time while holding membership on the Westlake Star Stepper Dance Team is prohibited.  This includes, weekends, evenings, holidays, and summers.  Consequences will be in accordance to Westlake High School and Eanes ISD’s policies. 
Acknowledgement

I have read and understand the Star Steppers Handbook and the Eanes Extracurricular Code of Conduct and understand the consequences I will face in Star Steppers should I break any of these rules.

_____________________________________


____________________________________

Star Stepper Member’s signature



Date

_____________________________________


____________________________________

Parent signature





Date

*REMEMBER*

Our E-mails are:

CCapezzuti@eanesisd.net
LYoung@eanesisd.net
Our officer Phone Number is:

732-9280 X33999

To find information on-line:

www.whshyline.com
and click on Star Stepper tab!

